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ABATE of Michigan, Inc.
P.O. Box 309 - Milford, Mi. 48381-0309

Why Car insurance will Not go up if the Mandatory Helmet law is Repealed

Motorcyclists’ efforts in Michigan to repeal the mandatory helmet law are in high
gear. Every state that surrounds Michigan is a choice state for motorcyclists on
the helmet issue. Fatality Rates are higher per 10,000 motorcyclists in Michigan
than the surrounding states. Insurance rates for Michigan motorcyclists are
higher than in surrounding states. Michigan motorcyclists pay into the Michigan
Catastrophic Fund per each vehicle, every year. Michigan motorcyclists pay for
their cars and their motorcycles. Many pay as much as 5 times or more into the
Michigan Catastrophic Fund. Why did the Catastrophic Fund increase by over
$20.00 per policy in 2010? Motorcyclists are not covered if there in a single
vehicle crash or in a crash with another motorcycle. No state in the country has
increased their motorcycle insurance rate as a result of repealing a mandatory
motorcycle helmet law. 30 states have repealed, modified, or didn’t have a
mandatory helmet law. In order to get a comprehensive view of the effects of
repeal the stats from other recent states that have repealed their law are below.

Pennsylvania’s “Legislative and Budget and Finance Committee” released a study
of their helmet modification law in June of 2008. The study is titled the
“Motorcyclist Injuries and Fatalities Since the 2003 Repeal of the Mandatory
Law”. This study reviews many aspects of the motorcycling community in
Pennsylvania. Let’s look at some of this data. In 2002, the number of motorcycle
registrations was 248,775. In 2007, the number was 363,109. Motorcycle
registrations increased over 100,000. The crashes per 10,000 rate in 2002 was
122.7. In 2007 it was 113.2. The per10,000 crash ratio went down. The Penn
Police Crash Reporting system, and Penn DOT Crash Information System and



Analysis Division also tracked helmeted and non-helmeted riders. Let’s look at
some of those results. “Reported Helmet Usage in Motorcycle Crashes Resulting
in Fatalities” raw numbers for 2003-2007 were helmeted: 496, and non-helmeted:
385. Moving on to the “Major Injury” stats. From 2003-2007, there were 1,381
helmeted, and 1,220 non-helmeted , resulting in major injuries. “Moderate
Injury” from 2003-2007, there were 4,041 helmeted, and 2,291 non-helmeted.
“Minor Injury” from 2003-2007, there were 3,874 helmeted, and 1,974 non-
helmeted. “Not Injured” from 2003-2007 1,059 helmeted, and 632 non-
helmeted. “Helmet usage among Motorcycle Crash patients admitted to Trauma
Centers” from 2003-2007, helmeted during crash: 3,372, and patients with no
helmets during crash: 2,261.

What about Florida? Florida repealed their mandatory law in 2000. According to
Florida’s Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles report Traffic Safety
Facts, October 2010: Motorcycle registrations, since 2000, have risen 102%.
Fatalities have increased in the same time period 63.4%. In addition, the Florida
DHSMV'’s report in 2009 reported 53% of the motorcyclists killed in Florida were
wearing a helmet. 61% of the motor vehicle vs the motorcycle collisions were the
fault of the motor vehicle.

In conclusion, ABATE of Michigan has always supported tougher motorcycle
licensing, rider education, and car driver awareness of motorcyclists to prevent
motorcycle accidents. We have gone to the well several times, in the close to 30
years of the motorcycle safety program, to protect and fund the public program
solely through cyclists contributions. Helmets do not prevent crashes. Helmets
may or may not assist a rider in a traffic crash as the above facts prove; so let the
adult rider decide. Because of the small number of motorcycle crashes compared
to other motor vehicles, no state has increased or decreased their car drivers
insurance rate in the country. We pay more than our fair share and car insurance
in Michigan will not go up because of the repeal of the mandatory helmet law.

Thank you,

Vince Consiglio, President, ABATE of Michigan, abatemsf@tir.com



To: Michigan House of Representatives Insurance Committee

From: Vince Consiglio, President, ABATE of Michigan

RE: HB 4936 -

Dear Honorable Members,

ABATE of Michigan has major concerns with the motorcycle issues in this bill. We
cannot accept the language pertaining to motorcycles and motorcycle operation
on pages 23, 28, & 29. These pages are unacceptable and have no factual data to
support the language. None of the 30 states, that do not have a helmet law, have
any language.or category of coverage revolving around the use or non-use of a
helmet. In fact, from 1978-2004, statistics from NHTSA show that in every year,
except two, the fatality rate in general was higher than in adult choice states. No
state that borders Michigan has a mandatory helmet law or any type of insurance
restriction for non-helmeted riders. The Insurance companies in these states do
not offer a helmet wearing discount either.. In the 2 most recent states to repeal:
Florida, and Pennsylvania, the majority of motorcycle fatalities were wearing
helmets.

Let’s look at the History involvéd in the NO-Fault law as it pertains to motorcycles.
Motorcyclists in Michigan pay the full catastrophic fee. They are covered in the
fund if they are involved in an accident with a car, truck, or bus. They are not
covered if they run off the road, hit a deer, hit another motorcycle, or any single
vehicle accident. Yet they pay the full amount. 10 motorcyclists were killed in
motorcycle deer crashes in 2010.  All motorcyclists in Michigan also own a car,
paying the full amount into the catastrophic fund.

ABATE of Michigan is NOT opposed to freedom of choice in insurance coverage.
The current system is a direct result of a Michigan Supreme Court case, Kelly vs
Shavers. Most of the car motorcycle accidents are the car drivers fault. We didn’t
fight that case, AAA did. We did offer an amendment to HB 4608 that all
motorcyclists that opted for adult choice carried $20,000 of medical coverage that
could be verified by the Secretary of State. In closing, please remove the
language mentioned and move Michigan choice Insurance forward.

Thank you, V °
M‘

Vince Consiglio



HARLEYOWNERSGROUP ="}

Niot 1 g :
oxcycle _y 5 .
z s £ E g it
- bt ] - =
Laws Psi, I Bss
g g = § T 3 2 %8 , 52
£ E ] ] ] A" < 8 T2 & € =
E = 2 ] E 2 &8 &S S5 ¥ € S Eg
= 2 ° ] e g - - = & e 5 28
& z s & £ % g Esg: %3 Eg
= @ a € EE £ g 28
- 3 & 5 & £ & zs2¢& 5 23¢%
L United States
- Alabama X # 17 A 7185
Motorcycle Noise Alaska x48 cI5 0 Tl A x(LA) *28 S5/
Enforcement Arizona x4 #£12 x4 170§ A x 28 7585
Arkansas x-6 X x17 A 24 X ® 70/53
. i California X #8612 x1720 A 25 x x22 » @ 708
At Harley-Davidson* we love the sound of Colorado x48®  #12 X 17 A « %28 75 68
our V-Twins. But we know we can enjoy good Connecticut x49  #412 x4 x1721 A x  x28 85 55
sound quality and performance without Delaware x1259 #41213  «x 17 A XX ® 3555
making an excessive amount of noise. @ Florida SO Sl R A 3 Kol CTHES
Georgia X #1213 x-14 x-17 A % x 70/65
P . Hawaii x-14 #12 x-14 A 23 X X 60/50
As communities raise concerns about idaho x-4 #6.12 17 A X ® 75/75
motorcycle noise, we must work together to Mllinois #41213 x4 x17 A 26 X ® 65/55
respond in a constructive way. Unless we, as Indiana x48  #12 x4 x17.8 A *-18 70/55
riders, take steps to be socially responsible, lowa #4.12 x1713 A x 70755
our right to ridepand our lifes );e mg be in Kansas x-4 #1213 x-14 x20 A x{l) x28 x38 70/70
our rig r lifestyle may o Kentucky x369  #12 X A x x29  ® 6565
jeopardy. Louisiana x £2 | 4017 A 2 xit) x x 7070
Maine x4 #11,1213 X A X x x38 65/65
As you're planning your trip, please consider Maryland x  #41213 x4 7 a 2% xILRl %30 x 65/65
what you can do to avoid creating noise Massachusalts X #12 x84 17 A a x x x 656
L - . Michigan X #412  x14,16 17 A x x28 70/65
complaints in the communities you ride through. Minnesota 49 #4.12 X 17 A % x  x28 70/65
Mississippt X X e 70/10
Missouri X #12 17 X ® 70/60
T Montana x-4 #12 x17 A X 75/65
MOTURCVCLE LAWS LEGEND Nebraska X #1213 17 A 75/65
i bl M- i al sates Nevada X #1213 x14 17 A x(LR) x39  75/65
Every offoit tes besn made to m m 'n-'ncmaum isﬂﬁ:ﬁ ;L tre :inm A?r’m New Hampshire x4 #12 x-14 17 A X X 65/65
i Harlay-D: it ¢
:::wcv;\g?nmnx ang qu:e Motorcycle m“; hr:::cwlnmmv Cmmc!u:!ol ussm New Jersey x1 #12 x9,14 17 A X X © 65/55
responsibi % for the accurecy of the nfarmation New Mexico x14 #41213 x4 17 A X x28 x @ 75/5
“Cewries) ¢! i€ insurance Institute for Highviay Safety New York X #12 X x17 A 25 x x x40 65/65
© cesurescty @ North Carolina X #12 x17 A X X 70/70
: ;a?jf n :":':"Z’:i"”‘“““” North Oakota x-14 #10 17 A X 75/75
ey ik Ohio x-34 #4,12 %14 17 A x %28 x37 65/65
2 Ll us oy Oklahoma x-4 x-14 x17 A x{L.R) ® 75/10
® oo : Oregon X #6,12,13 17 A x x28 x 65/55
§ Pennsylvania x35 #1213 X x1739 A 26 x1827 x 65/55
1 mesioae Rhode Istand x368 #11,1213  x A a x x 65/55
- South Carolina x16 H 614  x17 A X 70/70
5 e ngerate 2 South Dakota x4 #1213 x4 17 A X X 75/75
B ot peerens B I sl i Tennessee X #1213 x4 x17 A X 70/70
ore year with licerse ¢ 2 = g & 10 wed o Texas X-5,32 #—4.12 x-17.33 A.38 X X ] 75/70*
rotectiva head
8 loora e posargers Utah x4 #12 7 A XAt 75/85
9 required for nstructional perm ¢ - se s Vermont x-1 #12 x-14 17 A X X x W 65/55
e fiibot s N Virginia X #12 x4 17 A B x  x B 70/70
12 may wae sk's test for Successtu comp ers st T e Washington X 241213 x4 x17 A 22 x (LR x28 70/60
e ey i West Virginia x #1213 x x A ¥ x x ©70/55
15 recred cniess ac.:pped with windscreen which § 5" ¢~ ;& 2t.4 73T en Wisconsin x-4,9 #412 x-15 17 A x x28 x 65/65
bt i Wyoming x4 #12 x17 A X 75/60
18 “or vehicles rreuu;anurz-hh: zﬁ District of Columbia x-1 x-14 17 A X X NA/55
i ' :
;g & :wzzxn:f:::ed :uingntalw 1978 Puerto Rico X X X A X X N/ A
27 ez ehicles mantactured Juring or 2fer 1980
22w s under age 5
oz ;:m::wP-$7 Canada
23 peo s 2dssengers under age 8 Alberta X N/A X A NA 26 «x x ® NA
emauication purpuses ordy British Columbia X N/A X A NA B x x29 x B NA
szect on reguiations Manitoba X N/A X A NA 26 x x ® N/A
28 - anedslaewssisrsn Some areas New Brunswick X N/A X A NA 26 x B N/A
© gll) 18 ~=‘e::'e'z| i s il 10000 e Newfoundland & Labrador X N/A x-14 X A NA 26 x x B NA
1equii 2 ] 1 [ ] . 0y
& 2 t:.v 24 r.er 21 with successiil completion of rider vraining or $10,000 Northwest Territories X N/A X A N/A 26 x (L-R) u N/A
- nm;d;ci . o o TS Nova Scotia b N/A X A NA 26 x x29 x B NA
3 ot : c..earahe!n\etxellawmwfnffvsmm Ontario X N/A X A NA 26 X u N/A
gg ;mt.req:re ot _21e;vith W0 years experience or successiul complation of rider ad Prince Edward Island X N/A X A NA 28 X X x B N/A
T enctactred shr 1968 Québec x N/A x A NA 26 xR x ® NA
of s i mmm:ﬁmg}; Sasktachewan X N/A x-14 X A NA B x x30 x ® NA
i le:uued f manufacured after 1965 Yukon X N/A 1 A NA 26 «x x W NA



L0/LL1S (DIN ) 1oUno) Ansnpuj ajoAs1030
oy} 4o} (YS1HN) uopessjujwpy Aajes oyje) AemybiH jeuonen syj @ (LOQ) uoneuodsuesy jo ‘3daq ay3 wouy paujeiqo ejeq

nusoeld ‘A

Jeajp

J L
$ $
& N

4
N

&
&
(- N

N
&

o
& &

[\
o ©

oY
& o

oY
of ©

N
o ©

A..@

S O & O O O O O O O S O
P P& H PP

o & @ @
W ® ey

3 ' (]

i

%0500

- %SS0°0

- %090°0

—

4

%S90°0

- %0.0°0

saje)s meT jJawjaH Aiojepuep

T

%S20°0

- %080°0

suonjeJysibay jJo Juadiad

- %5800

- %060°0

- %S60°0

%0010

suonexnsibay jo jusdied uj sepieles ‘eje(] AjelS 0S
sjoe ay] :A)ajeq 199y sme] 19WiaH od




